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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, the 
absurd proposal brought forth now to 
pack the U.S. Supreme Court out of 
thin air with four new Justices is the 
latest in a breathtaking effort to seize 
and seal power for Democrats. They 
know their policies frequently don’t 
win at the ballot box or in fair elec-
tions, so they seek to stack a Court 
with a new set of Justices that they 
hope will hand them victories outside 
of the hallowed legislative process. 

Justice Breyer, the late Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg, and even Joe Biden 
himself—who is quoted as saying pack-
ing the Court is a ‘‘bonehead idea’’—all 
disagree, at least at one time, that 
packing the Court to simply grab a ma-
jority is wrong-headed and un-Amer-
ican. 

I am glad to enter into a constitu-
tional amendment with Representative 
DUSTY JOHNSON to ‘‘Keep the 9’’ and 
save our Supreme Court, to keep it 
above politics. 

This is one of the most blatant, 
naked power grabs we have seen, ever. 
If this effort is somehow successful and 
allowed to stand, then you will not rec-
ognize the America we know, once 
knew, as pure power politics will in-
deed have won over our process that 
the Founders put in place. 

f 

CELEBRATING ISRAEL 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased to join with my colleagues 
in recognition and celebration of the 
independence of the State of Israel 73 
years ago today. 

Seventy-three years ago today, the 
United States became the first country 
to recognize Israel, and I am proud to 
join those here in the United States 
and around the world in wishing the 
people of Israel a happy Yom 
Ha’atzmaut. 

Today, we reaffirm the critical, un-
breakable bond between our two na-
tions. The United States and Israel 
have a friendship rooted in our shared 
values that goes back decades. Israel is 
our strongest ally in the Middle East 
and one of our most important allies in 
the world. Today, the cultural and so-
cietal bonds between our two countries 
remains as strong as ever. 

Today is a day of celebration for 
Israel: Celebrating her perseverance, 
economic growth, cultural achieve-
ments, and democratic values that 
have developed in the decades since 
their independence. 

Israel’s existence as a Jewish, demo-
cratic, secure state is vital to both the 
Jewish community and the peace of the 
entire Middle East. 

I vow to continue to do my work sup-
porting and strengthening the U.S.- 
Israel relationship so that we can keep 
working together for our shared goals. 

Israel has become a country of innova-
tion and growth, one where there are 
prospects for peace in the region. I look 
forward to continuing that relation-
ship. 

f 
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RECOGNIZING INDIANA’S 
OUTSTANDING YOUNG ATHLETES 

(Mr. MRVAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, as an 
avid basketball player, it gives me 
great pleasure to recognize the excep-
tional achievements of the high school 
basketball players in Northwest Indi-
ana this past year, who safely showed 
up and put in the effort during the 
challenges of this health pandemic. 

I also want to recognize the following 
programs who represented our region 
during the semi-State and beyond this 
past season. 

First, congratulations to the Lady 
Bulldogs of Crown Point High School 
women’s basketball team, who won the 
Indiana High School Athletic Associa-
tion’s 4A State Championship. 

Congratulations also to the Gary 
West Side High School men’s basket-
ball team who won their regional 
championship game to advance to Indi-
ana’s Class 4A Semi-State. 

And congratulations to the Kouts 
High School men’s basketball team for 
winning their Semi-State Champion-
ship for the first time in the school’s 
history. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in 
recognizing these outstanding young 
athletes for their skill, tremendous 
hard work, and dedication to the game. 
They make all of Northwest Indiana 
and their schools, families, and com-
munities so very proud. 

f 

ISRAEL’S RESILIENCY 

(Mr. TORRES of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam 
Speaker, Israel embodies the resil-
ience, the ingenuity, the can-do come-
back spirit of humanity at its best. 

One need not be Israeli to be inspired 
by the survival and success of Israel, 
which has persisted in the face of im-
probable odds. One need not be Jewish 
to be inspired by a Jewish state whose 
rebirth and resilience and resourceful-
ness is one of the greatest success sto-
ries the world has ever seen. 

A tiny nation the size of New Jersey 
has emerged, in the span of a few dec-
ades, as a global power and a global in-
novator, as a start-up nation and as a 
water superpower. 

The story of Israel’s renaissance 
takes on special meaning in our 
present moment, at a time when our 
own country is reeling from the cata-
clysm of COVID–19. Israel reminds us 
that it is possible to overcome. It is 

possible to emerge stronger than ever. 
And it is possible, in the words of 
President Joe Biden, to ‘‘build back 
better.’’ 

Madam Speaker, Israel has endured 
for more than seven decades. And by 
the grace of God, may it endure for 
many more. 

f 

CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF 
HOUSTON COUGARS BASKET-
BALL TEAM 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to show exuberance and ex-
citement and congratulations to the 
young men at the University of Hous-
ton who entered into the Final Four 
for the first time in 37 years. 

Congratulations to Coach Sampson 
and these very fine young men, who 
had not only the ability and skill on 
the basketball court, but character and 
determination and hard work. We are 
so proud of them in the city of Hous-
ton, and certainly of the University of 
Houston. We congratulate them for 
standing up, marching onto that court, 
and dunking that ball. 

Congratulations to the University of 
Houston basketball team entering the 
Final Four at the NCAA. We are ex-
cited about their success, and we con-
gratulate them over and over and over 
again. Congratulations to the Cougars, 
University of Houston basketball team. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
it has been 85 days since President 
Biden halted the Keystone pipeline. We 
have yet to see those green jobs he 
promised. Promises won’t pay the bills. 

We stand with the hardworking 
Americans who were forced out of work 
and ask this administration, Where are 
the jobs? Knee-jerk policies here in 
Washington have life-altering implica-
tions for people like Mr. Neal Crabtree, 
a welder and union foreman from my 
district who lost his job on the Key-
stone pipeline. 

Of course, if you bring up this topic 
with Climate Czar John Kerry, he will 
tell you all these workers can switch to 
working in solar energy. 

Madam Speaker, from looking at sal-
ary data, a welding wand in the hand of 
a highly-skilled pipeline welder is 
worth more than two screwdrivers in 
the hands of solar panel installers. 

These job-killing energy policies are 
yet another example of how out of 
touch the Biden administration is with 
the men and women who keep our 
country going. 

Talk is cheap, action is harder. If 
President Biden is going to continue 
promising these elusive green jobs, 
then he needs a long-term plan in 
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